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    From the Pastor’s Desk 

A CHURCH WITH A VISION 

A new year is upon us!  Remarkable indeed. 

I am constantly thinking and praying about the future of our congregation.  It is 
such a blessing to be a part of a growing and vibrant church family.  All of you are 
a blessing to me and to my family.  

As I think over the past year and 7 months, I am reminded of the faithfulness of 
our Lord.  He has taken us through change and transition.  And now He is asking 
us to move forward for Him. 

I know I have changed.  I am adapting myself to the Mount Chestnut way of  
thinking.  It is important, I believe, for the minister to always stay in touch with 
the heartbeat of a congregation.  I am discovering that Mount Chestnut is a      
happy and friendly church with loving and caring people in it.  It is a blessing       
to be a link in this chain. 

I am also seeing that God has plans for us.  We must begin to look beyond what  
we see and look into where God wants us to go.   

I have been talking with church leadership about my vision for our church.  A   
vision for the church is more than just a saying or a slogan.  It is the directive for 
the congregation.  Three words you will hear me saying more and more as 2019 
goes by are, “GATHER, GROW, and GO”.   

We must be a congregation with its’ heart set on worship and fellowship            
opportunities.  Church, I believe, is more than an hour on Sunday morning.  
Church is a place where we GATHER with people who love us and pray for us.  
Gathering opportunities are vital to a healthy church.  Gathering  beyond just  
worship services, but during the week as well in small groups and focused        
ministry opportunities. 

Growing as a congregation is important, as well.  If all we ever do is just attend 
church and not the small group Bible studies and Sunday School educational    
occasions, it is difficult for us to GROW together as Christians, let alone as a   
cohesive unit focused on ministry in 2019.  It is my prayer  that we see Sunday 
school as more than just for children, but a chance to meet as small groups on 
Sunday and throughout the week.  Bible study is also important for individual   
and corporate growth.  Our children’s church and children’s ministry will grow 
this year, as we teach our young people about serving God.  Growth opportunities 
are everywhere in our church.  Let us all strive to be more active in the small group 
ministry of Mount Chestnut. 

Christ called us, also to GO into all the world.  Our mission outreach is wonderful.  
But I believe it is time for us to pray for more chances to meet people’s needs right 
here in our town and city.  A strong youth group, children’s ministry outreach is 
vital to a healthy church. 

GATHER, GROW, and GO.  Three words I pray you will become familiar with 
in 2019.   May God continue to bless and lead us forward as a congregation! 

Happy New Year Mt. Chestnut church! 

 

Pastor Ron Schermerhorn 
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We are pleased to host the Mt Chestnut Senior Center every Monday and Thursday from 10:00am-2:00pm.   

Everyone 60+ is welcome to attend!  Come and enjoy social activities with new and old friends.  A meal is    

provided, as are games and activities.  We hope to see you soon! 

For more information, please contact Stacey at the Mt Chestnut Senior Center on Mondays and Thursdays from 9:30am-2:30pm at 724-282-6006. 

WE GATHER TOGETHER 

MT CHESTNUT SENIOR CENTER 

MEET THE PASTOR 

If you are new to the church, 

please stop in the Prayer 

Room after the 11am service 

on January 27, 2019 to meet 

with Pastor Ron and his wife, 

Heather.  This is a great      

opportunity to ask questions 

about the church and to get   

to know Pastor Ron better! 

 

LADIES LUNCH 

BUNCH 

Calling all ladies!        

Are you hungry for 

friendship and yummy 

food at the same time?   

Join us at our Ladies 

Lunch Bunch!   

We meet the second   

Tuesday of every 

month, at noon. Our 

first lunch of the new 

year will be on January 

8, 2019. 

Do you have a favorite  

recipe?  Sign up and 

bring something to 

share.  We look forward 

to sharing lunch - and 

life! - with you. 

FELLOWSHIP TIME 

ON SUNDAYS 

There is a sign up sheet on the 

bulletin board if you are able to 

provide snacks or food during 

the 8:45am and 11:00am    

Worships on Sunday.  This is a 

chance to serve your church 

family and enjoy some time in 

fellowship together. 

Jan 21  Kelly Peters 

Jan 22 Chuck Morrow 

 Teresa Bish 

Jan 24 Angela Ray 

 Haley Angerett 

Jan 27  Spencer Noble 

Jan 28 Ronald Graham 

 Kira Clouse 

 James Campbell 

Jan 29 Amy Metrick 

Jan 31 Judy Wilson 

 Megan Best 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Jan 1  Donna Osborne                                                           

 Katelyn Evans                                    

 Lane Hinchberger             

 Adalyn Guiher                            

 Madison Barnett 

Jan 2  Mary Moser                             

 Jeff Curtis                                 

 Joyce Laughlin 

Jan 3 Johnny Compton          

Jan 8  Amy Snow 

Jan 9 Connie Dunn 

 Betty Jo McGinnis 

Jan 10 Michael Schoedel 

 

 

Jan 12  Bonnie Morris 

 Jodi Boory 

Jan 13 Jacob Miller 

Jan 14 Carol Burns 

 Bryce Wallace 

Jan 15  Terri Clouse 

 Daniel Rock  

Jan 18 Gary Clingerman 

 Lynn Bortmas 

Jan 20  Sue Hutchison 

 Maria Clingerman 

 Morgan Meiser 

JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL BIRTHDAY DINNER! 

On January 20th after the 11:00am service, we will have our    

Happy Birthday Dinner.  This is a way for us to celebrate                

all of our birthdays throughout the year.  There is a sign up       

sheet on the bulletin board where you can pick a                      

month and make a cake, based on that month’s                                 

theme. We can’t wait to celebrate with you! 

OFFICERS DINNER 

The Annual Officers Dinner will be 

held on Friday, February 1 at 6pm.  

Watch your mail for an invitation! 



I want to thank you for your thoughts, prayers, visits, and cards during mom's illness.  She 
felt your warmth and love, and she loved you all so very much.  Although she is no longer 

just a phone call away, I believe she is still very much with us in our hearts.   

Love in Christ,  Connie Dick 

WE GROW TOGETHER 

Want to know more about 

the Bible?  Pastor Ron has an 

ongoing Bible Study every 

Wednesday at 6pm.  All are 

invited to attend and all 

study materials will be       

provided.   

WHAT IS PRAYER? 

There are a lot of verses in the 

Bible about prayer.   

“Lord, teach us to pray”      

Luke 11:1 

“Pray without ceasing”                                       

1 Thessalonians 5:17 

“Hear my prayer, O Lord,  

listen to my cry for help.”  

Psalm 39:12 

“Be … faithful in prayer”      

Romans 12:12 

But what is prayer?  Prayer is a 

relationship.  It is a way we can 

communicate, worship, and 

seek God.   

God hears us when we pray.  

God responds to us when we 

pray - even though it is not  

always in the way we expect     

or desire. 

Prayer is not magic.  It is not a 

way to demand things from 

God.  It is not a guarantee 

against suffering or a way to 

avoid pain. 

But it is a way to bring the   

Creator of the Universe into    

an intimate relationship with 

you.  It is a way to establish a 

two-way relationship, in which 

you not only talk to God - but  

also listen to Him. 

When you receive Christ into 

your heart, you become a child 

of God and have the privilege of 

talking to Him in prayer at any 

time about anything!  The 

Christian life is a personal   

relationship with God through 

Jesus Christ, which can be   

cultivated through a rich      

prayer life. 

BIBLE STUDY  

  

PRAYER CHAIN 

YOUTH GROUP 

Youth Group meets every Sunday at 6:30.  We would 

love to have you join us.  Bring a friend! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School meets every Sunday, between the 

worship services, at 10:00am.  We hope to expand 

our Sunday School program this year.  Stay tuned!! 

Do you have a prayer request?  If 

you or anyone you know wish to be 

added to our prayer chain, please 

let the church office know.  You 

can also fill out a form found in the 

back of our sanctuary.   

The prayer will be passed along    

to our Prayer Chain Team.  Our 

Prayer Warriors would be honored 

to pray for you or a loved one! 

Please keep the office updated on 

answers to prayers or changes in a 

situation, as we love to see God 

working through our prayers! 



DEACON’S BENCH 

We would like to introduce  

three new Deacons to the    

membership.  They are Sandy 

Henry, Denise  Noble, and Gary 

Clingerman.  When you see  

them around the church, take     

a moment and thank them for 

their service. 

It is great to see a lot of new  

members added to the congrega-

tion.  We would like to remind 

everyone that there is a        

shopping cart near the door to 

the back parking lot.  It is for the 

food cupboard’s bi-weekly      

distribution.  If you can help by 

donating nonperishable food, 

please put  it in the shopping 

cart. 

The Deacons provided socks and 

underwear for needy students at 

the Moraine Elementary School 

in November.  Sometimes the 

smallest things are a big help to 

those in need. 

The Deacons also completed      

the Shoe Box program for college 

students.  The congregation      

donated school supplies and the 

“Shoe Box” donations were       

distributed. 

In God’s Love, 

The Deacons 

Dan Metrick, Sallee Answervitz, 

Charlene  Eckert,  Sue Morrow, 

Peggy Drake, Karen Grosclaude, 

Carol Thomas, Bob Mortimer,           

Connie Sarver 

Hope For Broken Hearts is a group for family members of addicts.   

Sadly, there are many families suffering because of a loved one who is 

on the path of addiction.  We are here for you!  Whether your family 

member is actively in addiction or is on the road to recovery, we offer 

hope and encouragement.  We meet every Tuesday evening at 7:00pm 

at the Mount Chestnut Mission House. 

AV ROOM HELP 

Have you ever wondered how the hymns and scriptures appear 

on the wall?  Well we have the answer for you!  We are looking for 

volunteers to help out during the 8:45am and 11:00am services 

with the PowerPoint presentation.  You don’t think you have 

skills?  Do you know how to use your pointer finger?  Can you 

click a button?  Can you follow along in the bulletin?  If you can 

do all these, then you can help in the AV room!  Contact Amy 

Metrick or Pastor Ron for more information. 

 

MISSIONS 

H4BH 

Did you know we support missionaries around the world?  

Stop in our lobby and check out our mission wall to see how 

God is working around the world! 

WE GO TO SERVE  TOGETHER 

Our Food Cupboard is open the first and 

third Monday of every month at 6:30pm.  

We serve Franklin Twp, S Brady Twp, 

and Prospect Boro. 

FOOD CUPBOARD 

AA/ALANON 

We meet every Monday at 8pm to help 

those who need it. 



   “It takes a big heart to help shape little minds.” 

 Winter 

 Sharing 

 Noah’s Ark 

 Dental Health 

  

We will also get a visit from Lifesteps this month for child checks. 

JANUARY TOPICS FOR OUR 3 YEAR OLD CLASS 

 

 Continue learning letters 

 Continue learning numbers 

 Daniel in the lion’s den 

 Lots of fun winter crafts 

  

 

JANUARY TOPICS FOR OUR 4/5 YEAR OLD CLASS 

DID YOU KNOW? 

According to the National Education Association, children who are involved in Pre-K educational 

programs have a higher chance of a brighter future.  These children are more prepared for school 

due to early language, literacy and math development.  Long term future benefits include:  a higher 

likelihood of graduating from high school, owning a home and having a longer marriage.  They are 

also less likely to get into future trouble with the law. 



DO YOU MAKE NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS? 

Did you know that January is National Bath Safety Month?  It is also National Hobby 

Month, Hot Tea Month, National Soup Month, and International Creativity Month.    

If that isn’t enough for you to celebrate, January also has Festival of Sleep Day,    

Fruitcake Toss Day, National Spaghetti Day, Cuddle Up Day, Houseplant Appreciation 

Day, and Make Your Dream Come True Day.   

Whew.  That is a lot to celebrate—and that is only a handful of January dates on the 

calendar!  I don’t know who makes up all these days, but one that sticks out to me is 

“Make Your Dream Come True Day.”  Wouldn’t it be nice if it were that easy?  Wave 

your magic wand or wish on a star and all your dreams would come true.  But just on that one day in January, of course. 

I do not believe in wishes or magic.  What I do believe in is the power of prayer.  Mt Chestnut Church, you are an answer to 

my prayers.  I have been a stay at home mom for many years now, after “retiring” as a Financial Advisor.  My kids have grown 

up way too quickly, and it was time for me to get back to a career.  I needed something part time, that would fit with my kids’ 

busy schedule, but something that would challenge me to use skills I had gained in the working world, plus skills I had       

acquired in my volunteer work over the years.  I just happened to check indeed.com one day.  And there you were.  My wish.  

No - my PRAYER.  I thought the job would be perfect for me.  And so I applied.  I prayed.  And then my prayer was answered.  

And here I am! 

Mt Chestnut Church, you have been a blessing to me.  I have enjoyed meeting you and getting to know you.  Thank you for 

being patient with me while I learn the ropes around here.  Please let me know if I make any errors or omissions as I am   

learning.  I cannot wait to do ministry with you and for you. 

And as for those New Year’s Resolutions?  Well, I just heard that 80% of New Year’s Resolutions fail  by February.  So I figure 

why bother?  Instead of making New Year’s Resolutions, I want to make a promise to try to live the life that Christ is calling 

me to live.  It isn’t always easy as sin sneaks in and entangles me.  But I have set out to run the race set before me, to run it 

with perseverance with my eyes on the Prize - which is Christ Jesus.  Will you join me in making this commitment in 2019? 

I look forward to meeting you all! 

Amy Sherwin, Office Manager 

 

SHUT INS 

Nancy Miller    Luther Shoop   John/Joanne Cranmer 

148 Marwood Rd, Apt 1210  191 Evergreen Mill Rd  112 Marwood Rd, Apt 4143 

Cabot, Pa 16023   Harmony., Pa 16037  Cabot, Pa 16023 

 

Carol Namendorf   Cassie Weichey   Judy Sarvey  

115 Mount View Lane   180 Seneca Dr   PO Box 255 

Butler, Pa 16001   Butler, Pa 16001   Prospect, Pa 16052 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 

7pm H4BH 

2 

 

 

6pm Bible Study 

3 

10am Seniors 

6pm Bell Choir 

7pm Choir 

4 5 

6 

8:45/11 Worship 

10 Sunday School 

6:30 Youth Group 

7 

10am Seniors 

6:30 Food Cupboard 

8pm AA/Alanon 

8 

12pm Ladies Lunch 

Bunch 

7pm H4BH 

7pm Worship Com 

9 

 

6pm Bible Study 

101 

0am Seniors 

6pm Bell Choir 

7pm Choir 

11 12 

13 

8:45/11 Worship 

10 Sunday School 

6:30 Youth Group 

14 

10am Seniors 

6:30 Food Cupboard 

8pm AA/Alanon 

15 

 

6pm Finance Com 

7pm H4BH 

16 

 

6pm Bible Study 

17 

10am Seniors 

6pm Bell Choir 

7pm Choir 

18 19 

20 

8:45/11 Worship 

10 Sunday School 

6:30 Youth Group 

21 

10am Seniors 

6:30 Food Cupboard 

8pm AA/Alanon 

22 

 

7pm H4BH 

23 

 

6pm Bible Study 

24 

10am Seniors 

6pm Bell Choir 

7pm Choir 

25 26 

27 

8:45/11 Worship 

10 Sunday School 

6:30 Youth Group 

28 

10am Seniors 

6:30 Food Cupboard 

8pm AA/Alanon 

29 

 

 

7pm H4BH 

30 

 

6pm Bible Study 

31 

10am Seniors 

6pm Bell Choir 

7pm Choir 

  

January 2019 


