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    From the Pastor’s Desk 

CAN WE HANDLE IT?   

I have a real difficulty with a popular saying.  Many people have said, and I hear it 

from time to time, “God doesn’t give us anything we can’t handle.”  My response to 

that statement?  “Nonsense.” 

Here’s why.  God will often bring issues into our lives that are extremely difficult     

and seem to be far too much for us to handle.  It can be any number of things.  It can  

be a good relationship turned bad.  It might be your work situation.  It may be that   

you have lost your job and you are wondering where the next paycheck is coming   

from or where the mortgage payment is going to come from for the month.  It might  

be that an unexpected issue has risen in your family and you are at a complete loss     

as to how to handle it. 

This is life.  Life, as I often say, can be very difficult.  I believe that God brings these 

challenges into our lives for the purpose of building our faith!  If God only brought 

things into our lives that we could handle, we would never need Him at all.  Think 

about it.   

In the book of Numbers, God challenges His people with moving into the promised 

land.  Moses had sent spies into the land to see what it was like.  The came back with   

a great report!  The land was beautiful and flowing with milk and honey.  But they  

also said the people that lived there were strong and were big.  So, when the report  

was given, many of the people said that it was too hard for the people of Israel. They 

thought they shouldn’t try to take the land.  Interesting.   

Caleb stood up among the people and said, “Let us go up at once and occupy it, for   

we are well able to overcome it.”  Faith to believe God will overcome any obstacle.  

God had led them there, and He would be with them to take the land He led them to.  

The problem was enormously bigger than the solution.   

Here’s the thing.  The scriptures say, “If God is for us…who can be against 

us!” (Romans 8:31).  Either we believe it, or we don’t.  I choose to believe. 

So, God does bring things into our lives that are very difficult challenges.  Too big    

for us to handle.  If He called us, He will make a way for His Will to be completed. 

Is life hard for you now?  If the issue is bigger than you and you know you can’t     

handle it, call on God.  He will make a way for you in the wilderness.  The problem    

is bigger than you.  So: 

 1.  Acknowledge that it is bigger than you. 

 2.  Pray about it before the Lord. 

 3.  Search the Word of God for the solutions.  (Your pastor and a good friend 

       may be able to help you there…just sayin’) 

 4.  Pray with a friend about how God can bring you out of your problem. 

 5.  Begin looking for the answer God will bring to you!  (He will show you 

      the answer) 

If God only gave us what we can handle, our faith would never grow, and we would 

never need Him at all.  Tie a knot on the end of the rope…and hang on!  God’s not 

done with you yet! 

 

Pastor Ron Schermerhorn 
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We are pleased to host the Mt Chestnut Senior Center every Monday and Thursday from 10:00am-2:00pm.   

Everyone 60+ is welcome to attend!  Come and enjoy social activities with new and old friends.  A meal is    

provided, as are games and activities.  We hope to see you soon! 

For more information, please contact Stacey at the Mt Chestnut Senior Center on Mondays and Thursdays from 9:30am-2:30pm at 724-282-6006. 

WE GATHER TOGETHER 

MT CHESTNUT SENIOR CENTER 

MEET THE PASTOR 

If you are new to the church, 

please stop in the Prayer 

Room after the 11am service 

on February 24, 2019 to meet 

with Pastor Ron and his wife, 

Heather.  This is a great      

opportunity to ask questions 

about the church and to get   

to know Pastor Ron better! 

 

LADIES LUNCH 

BUNCH 

Calling all ladies!  Are you 

hungry for friendship and 

yummy food at the same 

time?   

Join us at our Ladies 

Lunch Bunch!   

We meet the second   

Tuesday of every month, 

at noon. Our next lunch 

will be February 12th, 

with a theme of comfort 

foods. 

Do you have a favorite  

recipe?  Sign up and bring 

something to share.  We 

look forward to sharing 

lunch - and life! - with 

you. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Our annual meeting will take 

place on February 3rd  after   

the late service.  The Annual 

Report is now ready and you 

may pick one up per family.  

They are located outside the 

church office. 

Feb 24 Richard Howryla 

 Matthew Barnett  

Feb 25 Bob Hall  

 Richard Laughner 

 Luke Laughlin 

 Colten Raabe 

Feb 26 Lori Hovis  

 Kevin Engel 

Feb 28  Richard McCandless 

 Brandi Mortimer 

 Scott Meiser 

 Emma Kniess 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Feb 1  Esta Mae Laughner 

 Ron Cygan   

Feb 2  Kailyn Kroll   

Feb 3 Cody Daniels 

 Gavin Barnett  

Feb 4  Dennis Schnitski 

Feb 5 Jackie Nicklas 

Feb 9 Sherri Barnett 

 Melanie Coyle 

Feb 10  Kaitlin Zmijowski 

 Carter Riesmeyer 

 

Feb 13 Bernadette Gallo 

 Sarah Downing 

Feb 15  Dan Metrick 

 Anita Rodgers  

Feb 17 Hap Burns

 Gena Hinchberger 

 Ainsley Lesney 

Feb 18  Ron Schermerhorn 

Feb 19 Nancy Miller  

Feb 20 Chad Ferguson 

Feb 21 Maxwell Blaine  

SOUP-ER BOWL SUNDAY 

Calling all talented cooks!  Our annual 

SOUP-er Bowl Sunday will be held after 

the late service on February 10th.  Bring 

your favorite crockpot of soup and share!  

Please also bring your favorite card or 

board game and enjoy the afternoon with 

your church family. 

OFFICERS DINNER 

Don’t forget our annual Officer’s 

Dinner will be on February 1st! 



Marketing in a church?  Isn’t that for a business? 

When we are marketing for God, the word takes on a whole new meaning!  Join us on     
February 6th at 6pm as we explore marketing ideas on how to effectively position our 

church for enhanced outreach in the name of Jesus. 

WE GROW TOGETHER 

Bible Study has a new meeting time.      

We will now be meeting on Thursdays    

at 6:00pm.  Want to know more about 

the Bible?  Join us!  All are invited to   

attend and all study materials will       

be provided.   

WANT TO HEAR 

ABOUT CROATIA? 

On February 10th, we    

will welcome Almir from 

Croatia as he spends time 

with us talking about his 

ministry in Karlovac.  He 

will be showing pictures 

and telling us about the 

ministry there during the 

11:00am service.  We will 

be taking an offering for 

his ministry at the end of 

that service. 

BIBLE STUDY  

PRAYER CHAIN 

YOUTH GROUP 
Youth Group meets every 

Sunday at 6:30. We would 

love to have you join us.  

Bring a friend! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School meets every Sunday, 

between the worship services, at 

10:00am.   

Do you have a prayer request?  If 

you or anyone you know wish to be 

added to our prayer chain, please 

let the church office know.  You 

can also fill out a form found in the 

back of our sanctuary.   

The prayer will be passed along    

to our Prayer Chain Team.  Our 

Prayer Warriors would be honored 

to pray for you or a loved one! 

Please keep the office updated on 

answers to prayers or changes in a 

situation, as we love to see God 

working through our prayers! 

 

CONFIRMATION 

Confirmation class starts 

on February 10th and will 

run every Sunday until 

April 14th.  

ELDER AND DEACON TRAINING 

We are having a special training session for ALL Elders and Deacons 

on Sunday, February 3rd at 10am.  This will be held in our Fellowship 

Hall and led by our Clerk of Session and Pastor Ron. 

 

TEAM MEETING 

Our next scheduled 

TEAM meeting will be on        

Wednesday February 

13th at 6:30pm. 

 

GRIEF SEMINAR 

There will be a seminar 

for handling grief at    

Prospect Presbyterian 

Church on February 16th 

from 9am-noon. 



DEACON’S BENCH 

We have three new Deacons       

for 2019, who are each serving     

a 3 year term. They are Sandy 

Henry, Denise Noble, and Gary 

Clingerman.  When you see    

them around the church, take       

a moment and thank them for 

their service. We look forward    

to working with them this year! 

 

We would like to remind          

everyone that there is a          

shopping cart near the door            

to the back parking lot.  It             

is for the food cupboard’s                 

bi-weekly distribution.  If           

you can help by donating          

nonperishable food, please         

put it in the shopping cart. 

 

Looking forward…  March is      

the month that Mt Chestnut   

Presbyterian volunteers as   

wheelchair escorts at the VA.  

There is a sign up sheet on the 

bulletin board. 

 

In God’s Love, 

The Deacons 

Dan Metrick, Sallee Answervitz,   

Sue Morrow, Peggy Drake,      

Carol Thomas, Bob Mortimer,           

Sandy Henry, Denise Noble,    

Gary Clingerman 

Hope For Broken Hearts is a group for family members of addicts.   

Sadly, there are many families suffering because of a loved one who is 

on the path of addiction.  We are here for you!  Whether your family 

member is actively in addiction or is on the road to recovery, we offer 

hope and encouragement.  We meet every Tuesday evening at 7:00pm 

at the Mount Chestnut Mission House. 

AV ROOM HELP 

Have you ever wondered how the hymns and scriptures appear 

on the wall?  Well we have the answer for you!  We are looking for 

volunteers to help out during the 8:45am and 11:00am services 

with the PowerPoint presentation.  You don’t think you have 

skills?  Do you know how to use your pointer finger?  Can you 

click a button?  Can you follow along in the bulletin?  If you can 

do all these, then you can help in the AV room!  Contact Amy 

Metrick or Pastor Ron for more information. 

 

MISSIONS 

H4BH 

Did you know we support missionaries around the world?  

Stop in our lobby and check out our mission wall to see how 

God is working around the world! 

WE GO TO SERVE TOGETHER 

Our Food Cupboard is open the first and 

third Monday of every month at 6:30pm.  

We serve Franklin Twp, S Brady Twp, 

and Prospect Boro. 

FOOD CUPBOARD 

AA/ALANON 

We meet every Monday at 8pm to help 

those who need it. 



 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me...” Matthew 19:14 

 

 This month, we will focus on God’s love for us as we 

talk about Valentine’s Day.   

 

 The kids will exchange Valentines and have a party. 

3 YEAR OLD CLASS 

 

 We will continue learning new letters and numbers 

this month, as well as, learning about love and how 

love surrounds us everyday.  

 

 We will be creating new crafts which show our love 

for learning . 

4/5 YEAR OLD CLASS 

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION 

Preschool registration for the 2019-2020 school year is coming soon! 



WHAT ARE YOU CELEBRATING THIS MONTH? 

February is known for Valentine’s Day, of course.  President’s Day too.  And don’t 

forget about that Groundhog.  He better NOT see his shadow this year, I have had 

enough winter, how about you?! 

I bought my daughter a daily holiday calendar for Christmas. It is hysterical to see 

the different “holidays”.  Who knew every day had something to celebrate? 

A few of my favorites for February are:  

 February 4th - Ice Cream for Breakfast Day    

       February 7th - National Fettuccine Alfredo Day    

       February 9th - National Pizza Day     

       February 11th - National Peppermint Patty Day    

       February 18th - National Crab Stuffed Flounder Day   

       February 20th - National Cherry Pie Day    

       February 24th - National Tortilla Chip Day    

       February 27th - National Strawberry Day  

And I just want you all to know that if any of you want to celebrate any of those holidays with me this February, please come 

into the church office and we will celebrate together!! 

In all seriousness, I also see a few days that really should be celebrated this month.  February 7th is National Send a Card to 

a Friend Day.  February 11th is National Shut-In Visitation Day.  February 17th is National Random Acts of Kindness Day. 

When is the last time you have hand written a card to a friend?  When is the last time you have visited a shut-in?  When is the 

last time you have done a random act of kindness?  It has been a long time since I have done any of those, so thanks for the 

reminders, February. 

Will you join me in making a difference this month in the lives of others?  1John 3:18 says, “Let us not love with words or 

speech but with actions and in truth.”  Let’s practice that verse together this month! 

Oh, and by the way…  I also see that February 11th is National Make a Friend Day.  If I haven’t met you yet, stop into the office 

on that day! 

Amy Sherwin, Office Manager 

 

SHUT INS 

Nancy Miller    Luther Shoop   John/Joanne Cranmer 

148 Marwood Rd, Apt 1210  191 Evergreen Mill Rd  112 Marwood Rd, Apt 4143 

Cabot, Pa 16023   Harmony., Pa 16037  Cabot, Pa 16023 

 

Carol Namendorf   Cassie Weichey   Judy Sarvey  

115 Mount View Lane   180 Seneca Dr   PO Box 255 

Butler, Pa 16001   Butler, Pa 16001   Prospect, Pa 16052 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

6pm Officers Dinner 

2 

3 Annual Meeting 

8:45/11 Worship 

10 Training 

10 Sunday School 

6:30 Youth Group 

4 

10am Seniors 

6:30 Food Cupboard 

8pm AA/Alanon 

5 

 

 

7pm H4BH 

 

6 

 

6pm Marketing  

7 

10am Seniors 

6pm Bible Study 

6pm Bell Choir 

7pm Choir 

8 9 

10 SOUP-er Bowl 

8:45/11 Worship 

10 Sunday School 

10 Confirmation 

6:30 Youth Group 

11 

10am Seniors 

8pm AA/Alanon 

12 

12pm Ladies Lunch 

Bunch 

6pm Finance Com         

7pm Worship Com 

7pm H4BH 

13 

 

6:30pm TEAM  

14 VALENTINE’S    

DAY 

10am Seniors 

6pm Bible Study 

6pm Bell Choir   

7pm Choir 

15 16 

9am Grief Seminar 

at Prospect Presby. 

17 

8:45/11 Worship 

10 Sunday School 

10 Confirmation 

6:30 Youth Group 

18 

10am Seniors 

6:30 Food Cupboard 

8pm AA/Alanon 

19 

 

7pm H4BH 

20 

 

7pm Session 

21 

10am Seniors 

6pm Bible Study 

6pm Bell Choir 

7pm Choir 

22 23 

24 

8:45/11 Worship 

10 Sunday School 

10 Confirmation 

6:30 Youth Group 

25 26 

 

 

7pm H4BH 

27 

 

7pm Deacons 

28 

10am Seniors 

6pm Bible Study 

6pm Bell Choir 

7pm Choir 

  

February 2019 


